Publication Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk221804049]AGENCY: Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Services 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-597 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rule Governing the Competitive Skills Scholarship Program
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P054
BRIEF SUMMARY: CSSP is intended to provide individuals with access to education, training and support leading to skilled, well-compensated jobs with anticipated high employment demand, to improve the economic well-being of the participants in the program and to provide employers with a skilled labor force. This Rule change is required by Maine PL 2025, Ch. 396, which required “The commissioner adopt rules in accordance… to provide for the approval of cohort-based education or training programs and eligibility for individuals participating in those programs.
PUBLIC HEARING: 1:00pm on Thursday, March 12, 2026. Hearing to be held at the Maine Department of Labor, Frances Perkins Conference Room, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, April 3rd, 2026, 5:00pm 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Dillon Murray
54 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 
207-530-1885
Dillon.f.Murray@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A 
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 26 MRSA Chapter 25, Subchapter 5, §2033 SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: maine.gov/labor/rulemaking
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:
Dillon.f.murray@maine.gov

AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND TITLES: 

· 01-001 C.M.R. Ch. 407, Financial Support for Blood Serum Testing
· 01-001 C.M.R. Ch. 408, Financial Support for Mental Health Care

TYPE OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSED RULE NUMBERS: 2025-P160 (Ch. 407), 2025-P161 (Ch. 408)
BRIEF SUMMARY: On October 8, 2025, the DACF PFAS Fund published a notice of public rulemaking for nine rules (01-001 C.M.R. ch. 400-408). The purpose was to refine the rules to improve clarity, facilitate implementation of the PFAS Fund, and align the PFAS Fund’s appeal procedures with DACF’s appeal procedures defined in 01-001 C.M.R. ch. 8. Following a public hearing on October 28, 2025, and a public comment period that closed on November 7, 2025, DACF revised rule chapters 407 and 408 based on public input. The latest proposed changes are substantially different from the versions of rule chapters 407 and 408 that were published on October 8, 2025, and generally refine eligibility criteria for PFAS blood serum testing and mental health support services. 
DETAILED SUMMARY: DACF is proposing modifications to the 01-001 C.M.R. chapters 407 and 408 to improve clarity, facilitate implementation of the PFAS Fund, and align the PFAS Fund’s appeal procedures with DACF’s appeal procedures defined in 01-001 C.M.R. c. 8.

The proposed revisions are summarized below.  

1. Ch. 407, Financial Support for PFAS Blood Serum Testing. Revised to refine eligibility criteria and align the PFAS Fund’s appeal procedures with DACF’s appeal procedures defined in 01-001 C.M.R. c. 8.
2. Ch. 408, Financial Support for Mental Health Care. Revised to refine eligibility criteria and align the PFAS Fund’s appeal procedures with DACF’s appeal procedures defined in 01-001 C.M.R. c. 8.

PUBLIC HEARING: N/A 
COMMENT DEADLINE: March 25, 2026 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:  Beth Valentine, PFAS Fund Director
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, 22 State House Station, August, ME 04333-0022; Phone: 207-252-9179, Fax: 207-287-2400, beth.valentine@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): The proposed rule is not expected to impose any costs on municipalities or counties.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 7 M.R.S. c. 10-D, §320-K - §320-L and PL 2021, c. 635.
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dacf/ag/pfas/index.shtml 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  shannon.ayotte@maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk222399156]	
[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: ​Maine Office of Community Affairs
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: ​08-000 C.M.R. Ch.1, Rules for Appeal of Grant Awards​ 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P055
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This is a new rule proposed by the Maine Office of Community Affairs. This rule defines the procedures and criteria to be used in the appeal of grant awards, outlines the appointment of a hearing officer, describes procedures to be used in hearing an appeal and how appellants will be notified of final agency action pursuant to 5 M.R.S. §§ 9051, 9052-9064.
PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMENT DEADLINE: April 1, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING
​​Hilary Gove, Housing Opportunity Program Coordinator​ 
​​#127 State House Station, Augusta ME, 04333-0127​ 
​​207-441-9137​ 
​​Hilary.gove@maine.gov ​  
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S. §§ 3204-3205(1), (5)​
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  ​ 

[bookmark: _Hlk222399128]
AGENCY: Maine Office of Community Affairs
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 08-001 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rule Regarding Housing Opportunity Program  Grants​ 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P056
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Office is proposing to repeal this rule. The Housing Opportunity Program, in September 2025, moved to the Maine Office of Community Affairs (MOCA) from the Department of Economic and Community Development. MOCA’s programs are exempt from the Department of Administrative and Financial Services’ statutes governing grants and contracts. 5 M.R.S. § 3205(2). Due to this exemption, the criteria listed in 08-001 CMR Ch. 2 is no longer applicable.​ 
PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMENT DEADLINE: April 1, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Hilary Gove, Housing Opportunity Program Coordinator​ 
​​#127 State House Station, Augusta ME, 04333-0127​ 
207-441-9137​ 
Hilary.gove@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S.  § 3241(4) (formerly 5 M.R.S. § 13056-J(4)); 5 M.R.S. § 3205(2)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk222399698]
AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 303, Office for Family Independence SupportLink Program Rule #1 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P057
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes a new rule, 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 303; Office for Family Independence SupportLink Program Rule #1 consistent with a legislative change to 22 M.R.S. § 3110 made by P.L 2023, ch. 412, Pt. VV, § 1. The proposed rule would establish regulations and standards for an optional referral process between the Department and other agencies known as an “Information Exchange.” The purpose of this program is to provide applicant and recipient information to help establish potential eligibility for other programs. The Information Exchange will provide timely transfer of income records and program enrollment information to other state agencies, quasi-state agencies or other entities approved by the Department for purposes of the administration and application for the low-income home energy assistance program; low-income assistance programs, local, state or federal subsidized housing program; and an energy efficiency program administered by an entity approved by the Department or any other entity or program, that in the judgement of the Department, provides services or resources that substantially promote the health and well-being of recipients of its services. 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing is scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, March 30, 2026 by 5:00pm Eastern Time. Written public comments may be submitted via the link at .
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Liz Ray, Associate Director, Policy and Programs
DHHS-OFI, 109 Capitol St., Augusta, ME 04333-0011
(207) 215-0725
(207) 287-3455
TTY Users Dial 711 (Maine Relay)
Liz.Ray@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and 3110(5) 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: P.L. 2023, ch. 412, Pt. VV, §1; 22 M.R.S. § 3110
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Emily.A.Cathcart@maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk222400297]AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 
10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610, Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules (Repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P058
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes to repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610; Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules. This rule has been replaced by 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Child Care Affordability Program Rules administered by the DHHS, Office of Child and Family Services.  10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610; Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules is considered obsolete, and the Department proposes to repeal this rule.  
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing is scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, March 30, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Written public comments may be submitted via the link at . 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Liz Ray, Associate Director, Policy and Programs
DHHS-OFI, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
(207) 215-0725
(207) 287-3455
TTY Users Call 711 (Maine Relay)
Liz.Ray@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and 3731-A.
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A.
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


[bookmark: _Hlk222400718]AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325, 1987 Flood Recovery Policy (Repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325)
 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P059
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes to repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325; 1987 Flood Recovery Policy. The 1987 Flood Recovery program was established by the Maine State Legislature’s 113th Session to assist individuals impacted by the April 1987 flood. The 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325 rule is outdated and considered obsolete.
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing is scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, March 30, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 
  Written public comments may be submitted via the link at . 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Liz Ray, Associate Director, Policy and Programs
DHHS-OFI, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
(207) 215-0725
(207) 287-3455
TTY: Dial 711 (Maine Relay)
Liz.Ray@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); P.L. 1987, Ch. 816, Part A, § I
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk222401104]
AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 311, Work Incentive (WIN) Program Manual (Repeal of 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 311)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P060
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes to repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 311; Work Incentive (WIN) Program Manual as this rule has been replaced by the Job Opportunities and Basic Skills Training Program (JOBS) created by the Family Support Act of 1988. In addition, the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act established the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) which replaced the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) in 1996. The WIN Program has been determined as an obsolete rule and as is proposed for repeal. 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing is scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, March 30, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Written public comments may be submitted via the link at . 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Liz Ray, Associate Director, Policy and Programs
DHHS-OFI, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
(207) 217-0725
(207) 287-3455
TTY Users Call 711 (Maine Relay)
Liz.Ray@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. § 42(1); Title IV-A, Social Security Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 220, 223 and 234
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A.
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk222401811]
AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 701, Aging and Disability Mortality Review Panel Rule	 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P061 
BRIEF SUMMARY: Pursuant to its authority at 22 MRS § 264 (9), the Department is proposing this new rule to outline procedures for the Aging and Disability Mortality Review Panel. The Panel is established by Maine law to review deaths of, and serious injuries to, ‘adults receiving services’, defined as adults receiving home-based and community-based services under 42 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 441 and adults subject to public guardianship under Title 18‑C, Article 5, to identify factors contributing to the mortality of adults receiving services and strengths and weaknesses of the system of care. This rule describes the Panel’s authority and responsibilities, including managing conflicts of interest; collecting and using identifiable health information; participating in case reviews, conducting interviews; and making recommendations for improvements to the system for protecting adults receiving services.
PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, March 16, 2026; 10:00 am; 90 Blossom Lane, Deering Bldg. Rm 106; Augusta, Maine 04330  
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, March 27, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bridget Danis, Policy Analyst
286 Water Street; 11 State House Station; Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Tele: 287-9394;
Fax: 287-2887
711 (TTY)
Email: Bridget.Danis@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 MRS § 264(9)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Same
AGENCY WEBSITE: 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: 

[bookmark: _Hlk222402463][bookmark: _Hlk222402517]AGENCY: Dept of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 277, Maine Children’s Cancer Research Fund Rule
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P062
[bookmark: _Hlk138941379]BRIEF SUMMARY: Pursuant to 22 MRS §1409, which requires the Department to adopt rules to administer the Maine Children's Cancer Research Fund to support research facilities in the State of Maine that operate children's cancer programs, the Department is proposing this rule to establish the eligibility and application requirements and the method for distributing these funds collected from Maine income tax contributions and other sources to support children's cancer research. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Wednesday March 18, 2026; 9:00 am; Deering Bldg. Rm. 106; 90 Blossom Lane; Augusta, Maine 04330  
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday March 30, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bridget Danis
286 Water Street, 11 SHS, Augusta ME 04333-0011
Tel: (207) 287-9394
Fax: (207) 287-2887
TTY: Call 711 (Maine Relay)
Bridget.Danis@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same Person as above
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 MRS § 1409
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Same State Law
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: 


[bookmark: _Hlk222409450]AGENCY: Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Unemployment Compensation
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-172 C.M.R. Ch. 9, Able and Available Requirements​
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P063
BRIEF SUMMARY: ​​LD 706 as signed into Public Law (PL) 235 by Governor Mills on June 10, 2025, included a repeal and replace of §1192 related to UI eligibility conditions to a newly created §1192-A. Furthermore, several other changes related to Able & Available eligibility guidelines were updated in PL 235. These changes necessitated a review and update of this rule as proposed. Furthermore, this rule had not been updated since 2017, and since then a challenge to the Able & Available requirements for incarcerated individuals needed to be clarified through rule making.​ 
PUBLIC HEARING: Wednesday March 18, 2026, from 2:30PM-4:30PM. MDOL, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta ME 04330, Francis Perkins Room
COMMENT DEADLINE: Saturday March 28, 2026, by 5PM EST
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
​​Dillon Murray​ 
​​54 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333-0054​ 
​​207-530-1885​ 
​​Dillon.F.Murray@maine.gov ​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: ​ 26 M.R.S.A §1082(1) and Resolves 2023, ch.38  
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: maine.gov/labor/rulemaking  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk222409798]
AGENCY: Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Unemployment Compensation
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-172 C.M.R. Ch. 25, Employee Leasing Companies
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P064
BRIEF SUMMARY: ​​LD 706 as signed into Public Law (PL) 235 by Governor Mills on June 10, 2025, included a change to 26 M.R.S.A. §1221-A, sub-§3 for Employee Leasing Companies. The change consisted of making each individual client of an Employee Leasing Company liable for the tax rate based on the client’s individual experience rating, instead of a blended rate of all clients within defined units maintained by the Employee Leasing Company. The change was made to more accurately reflect employer liability for contributions to the UI Trust Fund, as well as to ensure employers are paying the correct rate, as opposed to potentially a higher or lower rate than their individual experience requires.​ 
PUBLIC HEARING: Wednesday March 19, 2026, from 1:00PM-3:00PM. MDOL, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta ME 04330, Francis Perkins Room
COMMENT DEADLINE: Sunday March 29, 2026, by 5PM EST
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
​​Dillon Murray​ 
​​54 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333-0054​ 
​​207-530-1885​ 
​​Dillon.F.Murray@maine.gov ​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: ​ 26 M.R.S.A §1082(1) and Resolves 2023, ch.38  
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: maine.gov/labor/rulemaking 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages & Lottery Operations
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE:  18-553 C.M.R. Ch. 60, Millionaire for Life Rules
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-045

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

The Maine Lottery will be offering a new multi-jurisdictional lottery game called “Millionaire for Life”.  This new game will offer players in Maine and other participating jurisdictions the chance to win a top prize of $1,000,000 a year for life and a second prize of $100,000 a year for life.  In all there will be nine ways to win a prize in the game. Drawings will be held daily and tickets cost $5 per play. Sales are scheduled to begin February 22, 2026. These rules will govern the operation of the game.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, February 24, 2026 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:   Anya Trundy
AGENCY NAME: DAFS - BABLO
ADDRESS: 8 State House Station, Augusta, ME  04333-0008
TELEPHONE: 207-624-7832


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 145, NOx Control Program
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-048

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This amendment clarifies applicability provisions of Chapter 145 by striking language referring to sources “in a county that has not received a NOx waiver.” Due to the statewide NOx waiver issued in 2014, this revision is necessary to ensure this rule applies to affected sources as defined by Chapter 145, located in the OTR. This was always the intent of the rule.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, February 24, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Michelle Radley
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: (207) 530-6820
Email Address: michelle.radley@maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 313, Customer Net Energy Billing 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-049

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Public Utilities Commission adopted this rulemaking to amend its Net Energy Billing (NEB) rule, Chapter 313, to comply with recent legislation. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, February 23, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Pam Kowalchuk
Agency Name: Public Utilities Commission	
Mailing Address: 18 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-3831
Email Address: pamela.kowalchuk@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-625 C.M.R. Ch. 4, Requirements for the Dispatch Center and Public Safety Answering Point Consolidation Grant Program
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-050

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk221006322]The Commission adopts amendments to chapter 4 to implement recently enacted legislation which expands the dispatch center consolidation grant program to include public safety answering points. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, February 23, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Pam Kowalchuk
Agency Name: Public Utilities Commission	
Mailing Address: 18 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-3831
Email Address: pamela.kowalchuk@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 103, Qualified Domestic Relations Order
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-051

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This Chapter implements the provisions in the Maine Public Employee Retirement System statutes relating to qualified domestic relations orders. The proposed amendments to this Chapter establish that digital certification of qualified domestic relations orders will only be accepted where it complies with Maine law and also removes references to Social Security with respect to disability retirement benefits in conformity with PL 2025, c. 270. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, February 24, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: 
Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: (207) 512-3100 or 1-800-451-9800
Email Address: bill.brown@mainepers.org 


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. 511, Standards for Actively Seeking Work
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-052

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk214889536]This Chapter sets out the standards and definitions to be applied in determining whether a disability retirement recipient if actively seeking work. The proposed amendments to this rule remove the definition of substantially gainful activity level from this chapter, recognizes the period of time for which benefits are continued for a disability retirement recipient in actively seeking work status as up to five years and exempts a disability retirement recipient who is enrolled in school or other job preparedness training from job search requirements. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, February 24, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: 
Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: (207) 512-3100 or 1-800-451-9800
Email Address: bill.brown@mainepers.org 


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 803, Participating Local District Consolidated Retirement Plan
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-053

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This Chapter establishes a consolidated retirement plan. The proposed amendments to this Chapter treat preconsolidated service as Consolidated Plan service for those retiring after the new Pension Administration System goes live. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, February 24, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: 
Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: (207) 512-3100 or 1-800-4519800
Email Address: bill.brown@mainepers.org 
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